
As everyone knows, the word “cell” has 
many meanings and applications. Jail cell, 
cell membrane, storm cell, cell phone, 
electric cell, and terrorist cell are just 
a few. Well, at Sunrise MFG. we have 
been using the word cell, as you might 
guess, in relation to the size of a cell as 
it applies to the corrugated dunnage 
products. I am happy to announce 
that “small cell” bulkhead fillers are 

now being manufactured by Sunrise and sold as part of our wide 

range of damage protection products!! Read the article below for 
more details. It’s always exciting to begin something new! I’m so 
thankful for the Team we have in place at Sunrise. Projects like ISO 
Certification and Quality Management Systems would not be in 
place without expertise from Mike Ritz, our COO. Our Sales Team is 
the best!  Michael Moore, from our WA location, shares a success 
story he had with Tree Top® Products. He also wrote an article about 
ZRO-SHIFT, Anti-skid rubber matting, and who should use it and 
why. Lots of good stuff going on at Sunrise, and I am thankful for the 
capable people we have in each area of our business to continue to 
serve our valued customers. Thanks for reading “The Loading Zone”!  

As Jim announced, Sunrise is now manufacturing small cell honeycomb. This is a great addition to our 
assortment of freight protection products and will be a bonus to those looking for corrugated pallets and 
slipsheets, interior packaging, corner boards, furniture protection, signature displays, and much more. This 
smaller hexagonal shape provides a higher magnitude of strength in smaller dimensions. Manufactured from 
renewable resources, honeycomb is 100% recyclable, non-toxic, and with a variety of product specs, Sunrise 
provides another great solution to freight protection.
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Big News!
We said in our last newsletter it was coming!
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“TALENT WINS GAMES, BUT TEAMWORK WINS CHAMPIONSHIPS!”
 — MICHAEL JORDON



We still find ourselves early in the middle of a journey to implement 
a culture of continuous improvement for the benefit of our company 
and our customers. Since our last update, we are 
proud to celebrate another milestone with our 2nd 
site, Sunrise Mfg. Southwest, Inc. TX, now being ISO 
9001-2008 certified. A big thanks to our entire Sun-
rise team; we couldn’t have done it without the great 
ideas and efforts of our people. It also has been 
confirming when our customers reach out to us in 

order to implement their requirements.This collaborative effort has 
been good feedback in all areas of our business. We have also taken 

some new emerging challenges to our supply base in 
order to understand and improve our supply chain 
and product performance. Our next goal and project 
is to obtain certification for our Vancouver, WA site. 
Thanks to all for your participation and interest in 
our continuous improvement journey. 

It is my privilege to sit on the AAR Damage Prevention and Freight 
Claims Committee. The committee has been hard at work adjusting 
and updating shipping guidelines, many written years ago. Two 
important updates were made that affected intermodal loading, and 
more recently, the closed car rules which were fully overhauled. Both 
guides can be found at www.aar.com.  

The committee also formed a TAG (Technical Advisory Group) to 
discuss minimum allowable lateral void for the intermodal envi-
ronment, and to bring the testing procedures for transit protection 
products and systems, packaging, and products up to date. Updates 
will follow pending final decisions.  

The paper QLT (Quality Lead Team), which is comprised of shippers, 
receivers, and damage prevention personnel from the various rail-
roads, is busy writing and updating the best practice for safe transit 
of paper products. This should be completed by year end.

We want to say goodbye and good luck and thank you to several 
long-time railroad friends. Gary Johnson, Terry Smith, Mark Wood-

ward, and Mitch Hobbs are all retiring from 
CSX. Others retiring include Frank Garcia, 
BNSF; Jim Horgan, NS; and Gary Held from 
the AAR. Enjoy your retirement!  Big shoes to 
fill!  We welcome all of their replacements and 
look forward to working together in damage 
prevention on our railroads.  

Lastly, this year’s annual AAR Damage Prevention 
and Freight Claims Conference is in Denver, June 
15-17. The theme is “Service Excellence, The Mile-
High Goal.” A special opportunity will be available 
to visit the AAR Testing Facility in Pueblo on Thurs-
day after the conference. Hope to see you there!

Quality Management System — ISO Certification Update 
Mike Ritz, COO

Railroad News
Lori Funk, VP of Dunnage Products

“TECHNOLOGY EVOLVES SO 
MUCH FASTER THAN WISDOM.”

                —JENNIFER STONE
Sunrise Welcomes Brenda
We are happy to announce that Brenda Berumen is now part of our full-time Sunrise team! “I am really grateful for 
this opportunity to work at Sunrise. I have a great esteem for family businesses and would love to be part of Sun-
rise‘s future growth plans!” Brenda is an entrepreneur at heart. She has worked with her family in a small business 
for 20 years. She is a graphic designer and recent graduate from The University of Texas at El Paso with an M.A. 
in Interdisciplinary Studies focused on Sustainability. She will support diverse corporate programs with two main 
areas of project focus. One will be to manage the Quality Management System program and bring her talents to 
help improve our overall communication and training development. The second area will be specific graphic design 

support projects. She will collaborate with the team to create visual aids, graphics, brochures, and web-based designs including marketing 
media in English and Spanish. She will be based out of our Southwest office.



The 2015 Food Shippers conference kicked off with a phenomenal 
story by former US Air Force and US Airways pilot Chesley “Sully” 
Sullenberger. Sully challenged folks to inspire their teams and to 
create passion for their work by building trust in each other and to 
always reach for the highest standards obtainable with their com-
pany. Along this thread, sessions continued with emphasis on being 
a “Shipper of Choice.” Panelists throughout the transport industry 
discussed real world challenges in shipping solutions for customers. 
Being a “Carrier Friendly” company was an obvious theme. This 
continued into a discussion around the need for more quality drivers 
and partnership arrangements. Alison Levine, author of On The 

Edge, shared 
her life story of 
mountaineering 
by climbing Mt 
Everest and 
the parallels 
to achieving in 
business. A final session offered insights on how shippers focus on 
efficiencies in partnering with carriers, and maximizing capacity 
while managing rate inflation to create a ‘win win’ for both the 
shipper and the carrier.

Upcoming Shows and Conferences
• AAR Damage Prevention and Freight Claims Conference — Westminster, CO — June 15-17, 2015

• PackExpo & PharmaExpo — Las Vegas, NV — September 28-30, 2015

• CLFP:  Food Processing Expo 2016 — Sacramento, CA — February 17 & 18, 2016

• Food Shippers of America: 61st Annual Transportation & Logistics Conference — Palm Desert, CA — Feb. 28 - March 1, 2016

Food Shippers — 60 Years Strong and Still 
Managing Changes in the Supply Chain
Dawn Beermann, Director of Sales & Marketing

Product Spotlight: ZRO-SHIFT™, Anti-skid Rubber Matting
Michael Moore, Damage Prevention and Freight Protection Specialist

ZRO-SHIFT™ anti-skid friction matting is a key part of any load securement device for many types of shipments; railroad, over the road, truck and 
container. If you are looking for a product that will help in securing and controlling the movement of your products, try our ZRO-SHIFT™ matting. It 
will get the job done.  

• ZRO-SHIFT™ anti-skid mats are manufactured by reclaiming crumb rubber from discarded automobile tires and a variety of die trimmings from 
rubber products. The superior quality of ZRO-SHIFT™ matting is maintained by rigorous monitoring of sheet consistency, gauge, and tensile.  

• ZRO-SHIFT™ anti-skid mats fulfill a wide variety of requirements for load securement patterns set forth by AAR (Association of American Railroads).  

• A recognized means of load securement by the Department of Transportation (FMCSA).

• Rated in accordance with and recognized as an approved load securement device with the FMCSA 
(Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration), CCMTA (Canadian Council of Motor Transport 
Administrators), CVSA (Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance), DOT Regulations, “North American 
Cargo Securement Standard” (FMCSA).

• ZRO-SHIFT™ is a simple-to-use method that effectively and efficiently replaces wood blocking and 
bracing securement systems.

Here is some key information on ZRO-SHIFT™ matting:
1. An easy to use method of securement that replaces wood blocking and bracing.
2. Approved for use by the Association of American Railroads (AAR).
3. Eliminates nail holes in trailer floors and nail damage to your product, which in turn reduces 

claim costs.
4. Significantly reduces loading and unloading time.
5. Increased safety for employees. No risk of injury from nailing or extracting wood blocking.
6. Reduces the cost and damage to cargo from wood blocking and bracing.
7. Supplied in palletized sheet form or large roll form.

Common load securement 
applications for ZRO-SHIFT™ 

friction matting are:
• Palletized Case Goods

• Roll Paper
• Metal Materials

• Pipe Loads
• Concrete Materials
• Roofing Materials

• Tile Products
• Bulk Bags

• Finished Lumber Materials

For more information, contact your 
nearest Sunrise representative.



2665 Mercantile Drive 
Rancho Cordova, CA 95742

California—Matt Sewell 

Sunrise MFG. Inc.® — Home Office 
2665 Mercantile Drive 

Rancho Cordova, CA 95742 

(916) 635-6262 Office 

(800) 748-6529 Toll Free 

www.sunrisemfg.com 

sales@sunrisemfg.com

Washington—Jessica Morris 

Sunrise Washington Inc. 
5900-A NE 88th Street, #119 

Vancouver, WA 98665 

(360) 574-3512 Office 

(888) 485-4085 Toll Free 

jessica@sunrisemfg.com

New Mexico—Mayra Berumen 

Sunrise MFG. Southwest, Inc.® 
7100 Bi-National Avenue, Suite 500 

Santa Teresa, NM 88008 

(575) 589-4977 Office 

(888) 589-4977 Toll Free  

(575) 589-4979 Fax 

salesnm@sunrisemfg.com

Sunrise 2015 Milestone Anniversaries 
— Let’s Celebrate!

 10 YEARS—Ion Popovici, March 7; Hovhannes Aleksanyan, August 25; 
  Matt Sewell, September 19

 15 YEARS—Yaroslav Dubinets, June 16

 20 YEARS—Virab Abarayman, March 20

Success Story — Tree Top®

Dawn Beermann, Director of Sales & Marketing 
with a spotlight on Michael Moore, Sunrise WA

Several months ago, Tree Top® reached out 
to Sunrise requesting assistance with their 
cross-country boxcar shipments to New York. 
Like many shippers, Tree Top® was having a 
difficult time with damaged products and many shipments were deemed unusable 
when they arrived at destination. Due to numerous complaints from the receiver, 
Tree Top® was informed that unless the damages were rectified and the product 
integrity was improved, all future boxcar shipments would be cancelled. Michael 
Moore of Sunrise Washington jumped in and began working with the Tree Top® 
loaders at the Medford, Oregon plant. After establishing an economical and easy 
load securement plan, training began, resulting in a better understanding of what is 
needed to brace and secure their pureed fruit in the most secure and cost-effective 
manner. Based upon several approved test loads, Tree Top® was able to resolve the 
damage issues and is successfully shipping cross country. Innovation is continuing 
with loading their 5 gal pail boxcar shipments. We share this success with Tree Top®!!


